FLORIDA YORKIE RESCUE (FYR)
VOLUNTEER JOB DESCRIPTION

Volunteer Position:  Foster Parent
Reports to:  President

Summary:  To act as a temporary custodian of any dog/dogs fostered for Florida Yorkie Rescue for a limited amount of time; timeframe could be one hour, overnight or days depending on the directive given by FYR to Foster Parent.
Requirements:

· Read and signed Confidentiality Agreement.

· Initial telephone/face to face interview by an FYR Member of the Board.

· Must have a home visit/inspection by FYR Member of the Board.

· All members of the Foster Parent household to be interviewed for this position.

· Experience with small/toy dogs, preferably Yorkie or Maltese experience.
· No children under the age of twelve (12) living in the Foster Parent home.

· Read and signed Volunteer Contract.

INTRODUCTION:

Any dog offered for foster care is the sole property of FYR and has been surrendered as such by prior owners, animal care facilities or good Samaritans.  

Foster parents typically provide food, treats, chew toys, harnesses and leashes for fosters without reimbursement from FYR. FYR will provide the necessities if the foster is unable to do so.
The health and behavior of a foster dog is represented to the foster parent to the best knowledge of FYR.  FYR cannot, and does not, make any guarantees as to the health, temperament, mental disposition, or training of the dog.  
GENERAL CARE:

· Foster will be a household companion and will live in the house.

· Foster will not be kept outside except for supervised short periods of play, potty breaks or exercise.

· Foster will NOT be unsupervised in a fenced in area.

· Foster will never be left outside when foster parent is gone; not even in a fenced yard, screened lanai or tie out line.

· At no time will a foster be attached to a tie out stake/line!

· At no time use retractable leaches.

· Foster is not permitted to have access to a doggie door installed in the foster parent home. (foster is not permitted access or use of outside area unaccompanied without foster parent’s personal knowledge)
· Foster is be fitted with a proper harness while walking for exercise and potty breaks if out of a fenced in area. (attaching a leash to a collar around the neck is not permissible)

· Foster is not permitted to run loose under any circumstances outside of home interior or fenced yard.
· Foster will receive adequate food, fresh water, premium food, and Foster Parent will administer medication when required and approved by FYR.
· Foster is to receive monthly heartworm preventative; if Foster Parent cannot donate the medication, FYR will provide the heartworm preventive.

· Foster will receive comfortable/clean bedding and appropriate toys.

· Foster is not allowed in a public “Dog Park”.
· Foster dogs are not allowed at the beach.

· Foster is not allowed to take walks in the neighborhood.

· Foster is not allowed to be in any public place.

· Foster will never be left in an unsupervised/unattended vehicle; not even if the air conditioner is running.

· Foster will never be crated or kenneled.  

· Foster will never be allowed access to a swimming pool.  
· Foster will never be given rawhide bones or nylabones.

· Foster will never be left without proper care for more than 7 hours.

· Foster will never be in the care of anyone other than the Foster Parent.  If there is an occasion where the Foster Parent needs a temporary sitter, Foster Parent is to contact FYR for advice and consent.
HEALTHCARE:

· Contact FYR immediately if foster dog gets hurt or becomes ill.
· Contact FYR immediately if there are problems or difficulties caring for the foster dog.

· All basic vet care must be approved by FYR previous to scheduling an appointment.

· In emergency cases, every moment could mean the difference between life and death—TAKE THE FOSTER TO AN EMERGENCY VET HOSPITAL IMMEDIATELY IF THE EVENT OCCURS AFTER REGULAR VET OFFICE HOURS.  

Contact the President as soon as possible after the foster is admitted to the hospital—even in the middle of the night.  

Emergency expenses will be worked out by FYR.

Know the addresses and phone numbers of the closest veterinary hospital and emergency centers.
· FOSTER PARENT WILL NOT EUTHANIZE THE FOSTER DOG WITHOUT THE APPROVAL/AUTHORIZATION OF FYR.  

· FYR WILL BE NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY UPON THE DEATH OF ANY FOSTER DOG WHILE BEING FOSTERED.
· FOSTER PARENT WILL RETURN TO FYR THE BODY OF ANY FOSTER DOG THAT DIES WHILE IN THE CARE OF THE FOSTER PARENT.
BEHAVIOR AND TRAINING:

Foster Parent will:

· Introduce the foster dog to other dog family members on neutral territory outside. Once inside, situate the foster dog in a gated off area and introduce gradually to other household members.  Do not try to make the foster dog an immediate part of the foster family.  Let foster dog settle into the new surroundings and help him/her learn the rules of the house as soon as possible. NEVER LET THE FOSTER DOG TAKE OVER AND PLACE FOSTER PARENT’S OWN ANIMALS AS RISK OR UNDER STRESS. And DO NOT FORCE animals onto each other.
· Take necessary precautions to protect self and foster dog while providing daily care and training for foster dog until sufficient time has passed and familiarity has been reached.

· Take necessary precautions when introducing the foster dog to other members of the foster parent household and never leave foster dog alone with other dog family members.
· Take necessary precautions when introducing foster dog to new people and situations.

· Closely monitor all interactions a foster dog has with children. AT NO TIME, WILL THE FOSTER DOG BE LEFT ALONE WITH  A VISITING CHILD,  RELATIVE OR FRIEND.
· Provide appropriate “positive reinforcement” measures when faced with issues such as: house training, urine marking, chewing, barking, digging, aggression, and biting.  
· NEVER use harsh physical discipline, physically abuse or hit the foster dog with a hand, newspaper, or any other object.

· NEVER train or encourage the foster dog to behave in an aggressive manner for the purpose of protection.
GROOMING:

· Permission must be granted by FYR if the foster parent wishes to groom (other than bathing) the foster dog; this includes hair cutting, trimming, and shaving.
· Permission must be granted for the foster parent to schedule grooming for the foster dog with a professional groomer. FYR is to be advised when the foster dog needs grooming and arrangements will be made.
· Bathing the foster dog regularly is required.  DO NOT ATTEMPT TO EXPRESS ANAL GLANDS EXTERNALLY, LEAVE THAT TO THE GROOMER OR VETERINARIAN.
· Do not restraint the foster dog in the bathtub with a grooming loop around the neck area.  If a grooming loop is used, it should be placed on the diagonal as to not put pressure on the neck/traecha.
· AT NO TIME IS THE FOSTER DOG TO BE MANHANDLED DURING THE BATHING PROCESS.  IF BATHING THE FOSTER DOG IS AN ISSUE FOR THE FOSTER PARENT, CONTACT FYR IMMEDIATLEY.

SAFETY/IDENTIFICATION/FOLLOW UP:

· Foster will always wear proper identification, which will be provided by FYR.
· Foster Parent will notify FYR immediately if there are plans to change their address and/or phone number.  FYR must give permission for the foster dog to be transferred to a new location whether it be a main residence or vacation home.  
· Foster Parent will notify FYR immediately if the foster gets loose, or is lost or stolen.
· Foster Parent will make every reasonable effort to recover the foster dog, including, but not limited to posting flyers, and contacting local shelters and veterinarians.  
· Foster Parent will personally conduct an exhaustive search if the foster dog is loose, lost, or stolen.
· Foster Parent will advise FYR regularly as to the condition and adjustment of the foster dog.
· Foster Parent will allow an FYR representative to visit their home to check on the health and welfare of the foster dog, and for the purpose of determining compliance with the terms and conditions set forth in the Foster Parent job description and other signed agreements/contracts.
SOCIAL MEDIA:

· Foster parent understands that all matters regarding the fostering an FYR dog is CONFIDENTIAL!

· Foster parent will not post photos or information regarding any foster dog or other FYR business on any social media sites (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, My Space, etc.)  On occasion, FYR will allow photographs of the foster parent/family and foster dog to be posted on the FYR Facebook page.  Any photos from the foster parent’s personal camera must be forwarded to FYR for inclusion on any social media page.  No personal postings are permitted ever on social media!  FYR has exclusive rights to any photos taken of an FYR foster dog while in foster care.
INTACT FEMALE/MALE:

· Foster Parent will never breed a FYR foster if she/he has not been spayed or neutered while in their care and will take all necessary precautions to prevent a foster dog from breeding.

FOSTER PARENT AND ADOPTION:

FYR strongly discourages adoption of FYR fosters until the foster parent has worked as a volunteer for, preferably, 6 months.  The following applies if Foster Parent is interested in adopting the foster.
· Foster Parent will follow all adoption policies.
· Foster Parent understands that fostering does not precipitate permission to adopt.
· FYR makes the final decision regarding the adoption of a foster which is in the best interest of the dog.
· Foster Parent does not have “the first right of refusal” for a foster.
· The adoption procedure will be the same for a Foster Parent as it is for any other applicant.
· An adoption contract will be signed and an adoption fee will be collected should an adoption take place between FYR and the Foster Parent.
RETURN OF FOSTER DOG TO FYR:

Anytime FYR requests the return of a foster, the Foster Parent is to abide by that request immediately.  Further, if the Foster Parent is no longer able to foster, Foster Parent will contact FYR immediately and arrangements will be made within 6 hours for a FYR representative to reclaim the dog.
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